
Field Sample Sprinkler Testing 
NFPA testing for building owners

Many communities have adopted NFPA 25 as a 
referenced standard in their building codes, which are 
enforced by local inspection authorities. In addition, 
most insurance companies require the building they 
insure to have sprinkler systems that comply with the 
nationally recognized standard.  

Through testing
We test sprinklers sampled from field installations as a 
service to inspection authorities, the sprinkler industry, the 
insurance industry and property owners. The test results 
reported from UL assist these interested parties in assessing 
the effectiveness of sprinkler systems, or the need for 
replacement of sprinklers currently in service.  

UL’s experienced staff tests representative sprinklers 
sampled from the installation site. These sprinklers are tested 
for sensitivity oven heat according to UL 199, the Standard 
for Automatic Sprinklers for Fire-Protection Service.

During the test the response time of each sprinkler is 
measured and recorded. The sprinklers will not be returned 
after the test as they are operated during the test and are 
unusable for further use.

Online submitting and managing
The Field Sample Sprinkler online portal provides a seamless 
approach for initiating and handling requests. To request this 
service, use this self-service portal to create an account and 
to manage testing and reporting on sprinklers from specified 
locations. Identification tags are also requested through this 
portal.

Informative reporting
After testing the sprinklers, we provide a detailed and easy-
to-read report by email that includes sprinkler type, location 
and results. All of your published reports, current and 
historical, are accessible online 24/7 via our online portal.

Sprinklers may be submitted to us that have been factory 
painted or colored. However, we are unable to test sprinklers 
that are damaged, sprinklers that are painted in the field, 
cleaned of paint or similar coatings, or sprinklers that were 
manufactured before 1920. As required by NFPA 25, UL will 
not conduct tests as an “expert witness” for an ongoing 
litigation.   
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For more information visit UL.com/fieldsprinklertesting
or email Field.Sprinkler.NBK@ul.com.
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